THOMAS     GRANMER
him to pray God, who would " either abate the fury of the
flame, or give him strength to bear it," and to promise that
prayers should be made for him in every church in Oxford.
Then J. A. writes:
" When he had ended his sermon, he desired all the
people to pray for him: Mr. Granmer kneeling down
with them and prayed for himself. I think there was
never such a number so earnestly praying together.
For they, that hated him before, now loved him for
his conversion, and hope of continuance. They that
loved him before could not suddenly hate him, having
hope of his confession again of his fall. So love and
hope increased devotion on every side. ...
" I shall not heed, for the time of sermon, to describe
his behaviour, his sorrowful countenance, his heavy
cheer, his face bedewed with tears; sometimes lifting
his eyes to heaven in hope, sometimes casting them
down to the earth for shame; to be brief, an image of
sorrow: the dolour of his heart bursting out at his eyes
in plenty of tears; retaining ever a quiet and grave
behaviour. Which increased the pity in men's hearts,
that they unfeignedly loved him, hoping it had been
his repentance for his transgression and error. I shall
not need, I say, to point it out unto you; you can much
better imagine it yourself.
" When praying was done, he stood up, and, having
leave to speak, said Good people, I had intended indeed
to desire you to pray for me; which because Mr. Doctor
hath desired, and you have done already, I thank you
most heartily for it. And now will I pray for myself,
as I could best devise for mine own comfort, and say
the prayer, word for word, as I have here written it.
And he read it standing; and after kneeled down, and
said the Lord's Prayer; and all the people on their
knees devoutly praying with him."
When he had finished praying, using words which he has
taught, in the Prayer Book, to all English people after him,
he began his confession. There is a story that Granmer
came to his final scene with two documents. It has been
suggested that, as these two papers were, almost certainly,
the formula of recantation agreed on, and the form with